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Demographics
The small size of Oroville’s population obscures the 
large size of its available workforce.  More than 
300,000 people live within 30 miles, which is a 
reasonable commute distance, of downtown Oroville. 
Nearly 200,000 are between the ages of 20 and 64.
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Labor Availability
The labor force in Oroville’s labor market area (30-mile 
radius) was over 132,000 in 2008.  Over 12,000 of these 
individuals were unemployed, making the 
unemployment rate 9.2 percent.  



Labor Availability
Workers in some industries and income levels tend to 
commute farther than others.  For example, only 73 
percent of the Oroville workers in trade, transportation, 
and utilities live within 30 miles of downtown.



Labor Availability
Twelve percent of those earning more than $3,400 per 
month live outside of the 30-mile radius. Oroville 
workers have easy access to recreation and cultural 
opportunities not only in Oroville, but also in Chico, 
Paradise, Yuba City, and all of the small towns in 
between.



Income and Wage Levels
Oroville is the county seat of Butte County, 

California.  As such, county income levels apply to 
Oroville.  Butte County earns a large concentration of 
its income from agriculture, health care, and services.  

Average incomes are lower than in the state, 
although many high-income households are present in 
Oroville and the surrounding area.

Median hourly wages are lower in Butte County 
than in California for most occupational groups. This is 
reflective of the area’s quality of life and desirability as 
a place to live.
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Workforce Training
Every year, 2,600 
people graduate from 
high school, 1,200 
graduate from local 
Butte Community 
College, 3,000 people 
earn a Bachelor’s 
Degree, and 350 earn 
postgraduate degrees, 
all within 30 minutes of 
Oroville. 



Workforce 
Training

Many college graduates 
remain in the area 
because of the rural 
quality of life with 
many urban cultural 
amenities located in the 
area. 





Workforce Training
There are several organizations available to Oroville 
businesses designed to link employers with the right 
workforce.  These are the most popular. 
•Butte County One-Stop, Oroville
•The Private Industry Council (PIC)
•California Employment Development Department 
•Butte County Economic Development Corporation
•Wellness to Work
•Oroville Adult School
•Experience Works, Inc



Data in this fact sheet assembled by:
Center for Economic Development
California State University, Chico

Chico, CA 95929-0765
530-898-4598 
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