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OROVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
Council Chambers  

1735 Montgomery Street  
 Special Meeting 

SPECIAL MEETING 
MARCH 21, 2016 

10:00 A.M. 
AGENDA  

ROLL CALL 

Council Members Berry, Del Rosario, Hatley, Pittman, Simpson, Vice Mayor Wilcox, Mayor Dahlmeier 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

RECOGNITION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO WISH TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEMS 

This is the time the Mayor will invite anyone in the audience wishing to address the Council on a matter that is on the 
agenda to state your name and the agenda item on which you wish to speak. When that item comes up on the agenda, 
you will be asked to step to the podium, repeat your name for the record, and make your presentation or ask questions 
regarding the agenda item.  Following your remarks, Council and/or staff may respond to your comments or questions. 
Presentations are limited to three minutes per person.  Under Government Code Section 54954.3 the time allotted 
for presentations may be limited. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS  

1. ART REQUIREMENT – 2738, 2740, 2742 AND 2744 FEATHER RIVER BOULEVARD – staff report

The Council may consider the approval of the public art installed at 2738, 2740, 2742 and 2744 Feather River
Boulevard. Donald Rust, Director of Community Development)

Council Action Requested: Approve the amended art revisions for the ornamental fencing located at
2738, 2740, 2742 and 2744 Feather River Boulevard.

2. BALLOT MEASURE FOR POTENTIAL SALES TAX INCREASE FOR NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL
MUNICIPAL ELECTION – staff report

The Council will receive a presentation on a potential sales tax increase for the Public Safety Department and 
may provide direction to staff on how to proceed. (Bill La Grone, Director of Public Safety)

Council Action Requested: Provide direction to staff.

"INTERACTIVE AGENDA - Click on the agenda item in the index to the left for agenda item details.
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ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting will be adjourned to a regular meeting of the Oroville City Council to be held on Tuesday, March 29, 
2016 at 9:00 a.m.   
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OROVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

TO: MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  

FROM: DONALD RUST, DIRECTOR (530) 538-2433 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

RE: ART REQUIREMENT – 2738, 2740, 2742 & 2744 FEATHER RIVER 
BOULEVARD 

DATE: MARCH 21, 2016 

SUMMARY 

The Council may consider the approval of the public art installed at 2738, 2740, 2742, 
& 2744 Feather River Boulevard. 

BACKGROUND 

On August 20, 2013, the City Council approved Ordinance No. 1798, Section II, 
Chapter 26, §26-10.135, authorizing the City to establish an Art in Public Places / 
Oroville Beautification policy requiring all new non-residential development projects to 
install public art equal to one percent (1%) of the estimated construction cost or 
contribute an in lieu equivalent to the Art in Public Places / Oroville Beautification Fund. 

The applicant applied for a building permit on September 8, 2014 to construct four 
industrial buildings.  The estimated construction cost for site development is $980,328, 
bringing the 1% minimum required Art in Public Places/Beautification fee to $9,803.  
The applicant decided to develop an art project in the form of ornamental fencing to be 
installed along the Feather River Blvd. frontage instead of paying the in-lieu fee. The 
cost of 200 lineal feet of ornamental fencing, with local art inlay, has reached $26,205, 
$16,402 above the 1% requirement.  

On March 14, 2016, the Arts Commission reviewed and approved the existing art 
(Attachment A) presented by the applicant, with the condition that the proposed “river 
current” pattern (Attachment B) be added to the panels that contain the existing salmon 
medallions.  

The applicant understands that they have not complied with the requirements of the 
ordinance and would like to request City Council approval of the recommendation of 
the Arts Commission, on March 14, 2016, to approve the existing art (Attachment A) 
presented by the applicant, with the condition that the proposed “river current” pattern 
(Attachment B) be added to the panels that contain the existing salmon medallions.  
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FISCAL IMPACT 

None 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Approve the amended art revisions for the ornamental fencing located at 2738, 2740, 
2742, & 2744 Feather River Boulevard. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Applicant Correspondence  
A - Construction Drawings - Existing Artwork 
B - Construction Drawing Revisions  



jhayes
Rounded Exhibit Stamp





jhayes
Rounded Exhibit Stamp



PUBLIC SAFETY Page 1 03.21.2016 

CITY OF OROVILLE  
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

TO: MAYOR DAHLMEIER, COUNCIL MEMBERS AND 
  
FROM: BILL LA GRONE, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
RE: BALLOT MEASURE FOR POTENTIAL SALES TAX INCREASE 

FOR NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
 
DATE: MARCH 21, 2016 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 

 The Council will receive a presentation on a potential sales tax increase for the 
Public Safety Department and may provide direction to staff on how to proceed.  

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The staff of the Oroville Public Safety Department has been tasked with 
examining any and all ways to reduce the operational cost of the Police and Fire 
Departments. In July, 2014, the Council authorized the Public Safety Department 
to explore the potential cost of contracting with other larger agencies. At the 
same meeting, several Council members expressed the desire to explore other 
alternatives at the same time.  
 
Staff has conducted research on a potential sales tax increase. This option has 
previously been discussed and never really materialized into anything more than 
a discussion. It appears the time has come to have an open discussion about the 
sustainability of local Public Safety Services with the community. Currently, 
Public Safety is understaffed. Neither the Fire Department or the Police 
Department have grown in over 25 years, yet the population of the community 
has increased significantly and the reliance upon the services Public Safety 
provides has dramatically increased. Non-growth has come with a cost. That cost 
is often at the expense of the quality of work performed, the need to work faster, 
which translates into what appears to be rude or discourteous behavior and 
safety issues. All of these greatly concern the administration of the Public Safety 
Department.  These concerns are equally shared by the leadership of the OFFA 
and the OPOA. It is our combined desire to provide the best service possible to 
our community.  
 
In order to improve Public Safety services, the City needs more Fire and Law 
Enforcement professionals. Staff does not have any other solution to this 



PUBLIC SAFETY Page 2 03.21.2016 

problem other than the one that was presented on July 15, 2014, or this potential 
solution that is being presented now. 
 
Based upon the City’s 2015 sales tax, if the citizens of Oroville were to approve a 
¼% sales tax for public safety personnel, approximately $894,580 could be 
collected. A ½% additional sales tax could collect approximately 1,789,160. A 
¾% additional sales tax could collect approximately $2,683,740 and a 1% 
additional sales tax could collect approximately $3,578,320, annually. 
 
What a ¾% sales tax means to the average person is for every $100 dollars 
spent that is subject to sales tax, the person would pay an additional .75 cents. 
Additionally, this sales tax would take the entire burden of the cost of public 
safety off of the residents of Oroville. This sales tax would spread the cost to all 
who do business in Oroville and utilize the services of the Public Safety 
Department.  
 
These increased revenues, along with current levels of funding, would allow the 
Public Safety Department the growth that is desperately needed. At the upper 
end of this funding this could mean as many as 16 new safety employees to 
serve the citizens of Oroville. 
 
The process for getting this type of ballot measure must begin with the 
amendment of the City Transactions and Use Tax of the Oroville City Code. This 
type of measure shall be consolidated with a regularly scheduled general 
municipal election for members of the governing body of the local government, 
except in cases of emergency declared by a unanimous vote of the governing 
body. In order to correctly bring forward to the Citizens of Oroville our proposal, it 
is necessary to conduct a series of meetings to adequately and openly 
discussion the provisions of the amendment. Staff proposes a series of five 
meetings covering the topics of type of tax, percentage of tax, duration of tax, 
citizen oversight of tax, alteration of use of tax, and overall approval of ordinance 
amendments.  
 
The first step in this process is the determination as to what type of tax the 
Council will pursue. There are two types of sales tax with distinctive purposes: 
  
GENERAL SALES TAX:  These taxes are not special taxes within the meaning 
of Section 1(d) of Article XIIIC of the California Constitution, but are general taxes 
imposed for general government purposes. All taxes imposed by any local 
government shall be deemed to be either general taxes or special taxes. No local 
government may impose, extend, or increase any general tax unless and until 
that tax is submitted to the electorate and approved by a majority vote.  
(50% +1 for approval). 
 
General sales tax can be used for any governmental purpose. The sales tax 
proposed will be used for Police, Fire, Finance, Human Resource and Public 
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Works. These monies would be used to hire employees that are directly related 
to the delivery of service to the citizens of Oroville. This type of tax could be 
altered and used for another purpose if the ordinance is not appropriately crafted 
to prevent this type of alteration.  
 
SPECIAL TAX:  Any tax imposed for specific purposes, including a tax imposed 
for specific purposes, which is placed into a general fund. No local government 
may impose, extend, or increase any special tax unless and until that tax is 
submitted to the electorate and approved by a two-thirds vote. 
(67% for approval) 
 
Special tax can only be used for the purpose approved by the electorate. The 
sales tax proposed will be used for Police, Fire, Finance, Human Resource and 
Public Works. These monies would be used to hire employees that are directly 
related for the delivery of services to the citizens of Oroville. This type of tax 
CANNOT be altered and used for any other purpose. 
 
Staff recognizes the benefit of both types of sales tax, but believes that a 
decision of this magnitude should be left to the elected to decide.  
 
Staff is requesting direction from the Council as to whether or not to pursue the 
sales tax increase. If directed to continue the pursuit of the increased sales tax, 
what type of sales tax?  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No impact at this time.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Provide direction to staff. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Guide to Understanding California Sales Tax 
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