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OROVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS   
  RANDY MURPHY, CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
FROM: DONALD RUST, DIRECTOR (530) 538-2433 
  LUIS A. TOPETE, ASSOCIATE PLANNER (530) 538-2408 
  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
RE: LOANING OF A CHINESE TEMPLE MUSUEM ARTIFACT TO THE NEW 

YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM AND LIBRARY 
 
DATE:          FEBRUARY 18, 2014 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Council may consider directing staff to enter into a loan agreement with the New 
York Historical Society Museum and Library for the loaning of the “Ship of Life” artifact 
in full compliance with the City’s Museums and Cultural Facilities Policy and Procedure 
No. 36, “Artifact Loans to other Institutions.” 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The New-York Historical Society was founded in 1804 and is one of New York’s major 
history museums and research libraries. They mount history and art exhibitions using 
their own collections and borrowing from other institutions. They also host one of the 
country’s first children’s history museums. They are located on the border of Central 
Park, right next to the American Museum of Natural History.  

On December 27, 2013, a representative of the New York Historical Society visited the 
Oroville Chinese Temple and Museum Complex. After the visit to the Chinese Temple, 
the New York Historical Society provided the City with a letter requesting the City’s 
approval to loan the “Ship of Life” sculpture for display at their forthcoming exhibition, 
Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion. The exhibition dates are scheduled for 
September 26, 2014 through May 31, 2015. 

Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion exhibition will tell a story that begins with the 
Boston Tea Party and ends in the present. It constructs a narrative that captures the 
experience of Chinese in the United States and integrates Chinese American history 
into a broader American history. The exhibit will highlight extraordinary individuals as 
well as social, political and economic movements. The City’s “Ship of Life” will help 
them establish the early settlement of Chinese in California and the active cultural life 
they established here.  
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Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion will be their major history exhibit for the 2014 -
2015 season. It will be accompanied by an exhibit publication authored by Professor 
John Kuo Wei Tchen of New York University and published by Scala. They will also 
create a full school curriculum and a robust schedule of public programs. N-YHS will 
mount a substantial advertising campaign for the exhibition and expects to attract 
significant attendance. 
 
The New York Historical Society will be sending a facilities report about New-York 
Historical demonstrating that environmental and security conditions at N-YHS meet 
professional standards. They are also willing to pay all costs for the loan and make all 
arrangements necessary. Additionally, they will provide fine arts packing and shipping 
as well as full insurance. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No fiscal impact. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Direct staff to prepare a loan agreement with the New York Historical Society Museum 
and Library for the loaning of the “Ship of Life” artifact in full compliance with the City’s 
Museums and Cultural Facilities Policy and Procedure Number 36, “Artifact Loans to 
other Institutions.” 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A – Policy and Procedure #36 
B – Draft Loan Agreement 
C – Loan Request 
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